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Detailed Action 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 5, 9, 13, 15 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 2,830,399 to Davis in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,314,617 to Hastings or 
alternatively in view of U.S. Patent No. 2,454,529 to Thompson et al. 

Referring to claim 1, Davis discloses a fishing rod handle which comprises, a handle 
member - at 10', the handle member having an external surface surrounding a hollow internal 
area - see the interior of item 10' in figure 4, the hollow internal area being defined by an 
internal surface - see at 86, 108, a fishing rod blank - at 62,66,92, having a cross-sectional 
dimension that is smaller than that of the hollow interior area of the handle member - see figure 
4, and having a first portion - at 64,66,92,94, within the hollow internal area of the handle 
member and a second portion - at 62, protruding from the handle - see figure 4, and a plurality 
of vibration disks - at 88, each of the disks being attached to the first portion of the fishing rod 
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blank at intervals - see via item 84 in figure 4, connected with the internal surface of the hollow 
internal area of the handle member - see at 86,88 in figure 4, such that a hollow segment is 
formed between adjacent vibration disks - see figure 4, and such that a plurality of hollow 
segments are formed within the hollow internal area of the handle member - see the areas 
between items 88 in figure 4, wherein vibrations emanating from the rod blank are transferred to 
through the vibration disks to the handle member via contact with the internal surface of the 
handle member - see figure 4 where the rod blank is connected to the disks and the disks are 
connected at the front and rear end of the handle and therefore any vibrations in the rod blank 
would be transferred to the disks and then to the handle. Davis does not disclose each of the 
disks being in direct contact with the internal surface of the hollow internal area of the handle 
member. Hastings and Thompson et al. each disclose the disks - at 18 of Hastings and - at 8-10 
of Thompson et al, being in direct contact with the internal surface of the hollow internal area of 
the handle member - at 22 - see figure 2 of Hastings and - at 1 1-15 in figure 2 of Thompson et 
al. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of 
Davis and add the disks in direct contact with the handle member of Hastings or Thompson et 
al., so as to allow for the handle assembly to be made more durable for repeated use. 

Referring to claim 2, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by Thompson 
et al. further discloses the internal hollow of the handle member comprises a linear aperture - 
proximate 64 or proximate 76, defined within the handle member - see figure 4 of Davis. 

Referring to claim 3, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by Thompson 
et al. further discloses the linear aperture has an internal cylindrical wall - see proximate 64 or 
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76 in figure 4 of Davis, and the external surface of the handle member is parallel linear with that 
cylindrical wall - see at 10 and 64 and 76 in figure 4 of Davis. 

Referring to claim 5, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by Thompson 
et al. further discloses each vibration disk - at 88, comprises a flat circular disk member - at 88, 
having a central aperture - see figure 5 of Davis, for receiving a portion of the rod blank - at 92 
therewithin - see figures 4-5 of Davis. 

Referring to claim 9, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by Thompson 
et al. further discloses the rod blank, the plurality of disks - see at 100,102, and the handle 
member is each constructed of a vibration conductive material - see for example figure 4 of 
Davis. 

Referring to claim 13, Davis discloses a vibration amplifying fishing rod handle which 
comprises, a longitudinally extending cylindrical handle member - at 10', the handle member 
defined by an external surface surrounding a hollow internal area - see the interior of item 10' in 
figure 4, the hollow internal area being defined by an internal surface - see at 86 and 108 in 
figure 4, and an end - at 28,74,76, a longitudinally extending fishing rod blank - at 62,66,92, 
having a diameter that is substantially smaller than that of the hollow interior area of the handle 
member - see figure 4, and having a first portion - at 64,66,92,94, within the hollow internal 
area of the handle member and a second portion - at 62, protruding from the handle - see figure 
4, and a plurality of vibration members - at 88, connected with the internal surface of the hollow 
internal area of the handle member - see at 86 and 88 in figure 4, each of the vibration members 
being attached to the first portion of the fishing rod blank at intervals - see via item 84 in figure 
4, such that the rod blank is fixed at the center of the handle member by the vibration members - 
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see figure 4, such that a hollow segment is formed between adjacent vibration disks - see figure 
4, and a plurality of hollow segments are formed within the hollow internal area of the handle 
member - see the areas between items 88 in figure 4, wherein vibrations emanating from the rod 
blank are transferred through the vibration disks to the external surface of the handle member - 
see figure 4 where the rod blank is connected to the disks and the disks are connected to the 
external surface of the handle and therefore any vibrations in the rod blank would be transferred 
to the disks and handle. Davis does not disclose each of the disks being in direct contact with the 
internal surface of the hollow internal area of the handle member. Hastings and Thompson et al. 
each disclose the disks - at 18 of Hastings and - at 8-10 of Thompson ct al., being in direct 
contact with the internal surface of the hollow internal area of the handle member - at 22 - see 
figure 2 of Hastings and - at 1 1-15 in figure 2 of Thompson et al. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Davis and add the disks in direct 
contact with the handle member of Hastings or Thompson et al., so as to allow for the handle 
assembly to be made more durable for repeated use. 

Referring to claim 15, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by 
Thompson et al. further discloses each vibration member - at 88, comprises a flat circular disk 
member - at 88, having a central aperture - see figure 5 of Davis, for receiving a portion of the 
rod blank - at 92 therewithin - see figures 4-5 of Davis. 

Referring to claim 19, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by 
Thompson et al. further discloses the rod blank, the plurality of disks - see at 100,102, and the 
handle member is each constructed of a vibration conductive material - see for example figure 4 
of Davis. 
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Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Davis as modified 
by Hastings or Davis as modified by Thompson et al. as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 4,467,548 to Tabor. 

Referring to claim 4, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by Thompson 
et al. each does not disclose the handle member hollow has a first open end and a second closed 
end, and including a nose cone, the nose cone having an axially disposed aperture for receiving a 
portion of the rod blank therewithin and the nose cone being insertable within the first open end 
of the handle member hollow. Tabor does disclose the handle member hollow - at 2-22, has a 
first open end - proximate 1, and a second closed end - at 12-13, and including a nose cone - at 
2, the nose cone having an axially disposed aperture for receiving a portion of the rod blank - at 
1 - see figure 1 , therewithin and the nose cone being insertable within the first open end of the 
handle member hollow - see for example figure 2. Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Davis as modified by Hastings or Davis as 
modified by Thompson et al. and add the handle member with nose cone of Tabor, so as to 
securely removably hold the rod blank to the handle member. 

Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Davis as 
modified by Hastings or Davis as modified by Thompson et al. as applied to claim 5 above. 

Referring to claim 6, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by Thompson 
et al. further discloses each vibration disk further includes a prong - see at L in figure 1 of Davis, 
extending outwardly from the flat disk member - see figure 1 of Davis. Davis as modified by 
Hastings and Davis as modified by Thompson et al. does not disclose a plurality of prongs - at L 
on the disk member, however the disk members - at 88, are of a size sufficient to hold a plurality 
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of prongs - at L of Davis. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to take the device Davis as modified by Hastings or Davis as modified by Thompson et al. 
and add a plurality of prongs so as to allow for the device to store multiple lures. 

Referring to claim 7, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by Thompson 
et al. further discloses each vibration disk has a first disk face - at the front or rear face of item 
88, and each of the plurality of outwardly extending prongs - at L, is bent toward the first disk 
face - see the curved portion of L in figure 1 of Davis. 

Referring to claim 8, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by Thompson 
et al. further discloses the vibration disks that arc attached to the rod blank are attached such that 
the prongs of each disk - at L are bent in the same direction - see figure 1 of Davis. 

Claims 10 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Davis 
as modified by Hastings or Davis as modified by Thompson et al. as applied to claims 9 or 19 
above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,631,853 to Brackett et al. 

Referring to claims 10 and 20, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by 
Thompson et al. does not disclose the rod blank is constructed of a graphite material. Brackett et 
al. does disclose the rod blank - at 2, is constructed of a graphite material - see for example 
column 4 lines 19-30. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
take the device of Davis as modified by Hastings or Davis as modified by Thompson et al. and 
add the rod blank made of a graphite material, so as to allow for the fishing rod to be both 
flexible and durable for repeated use. 
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Claims 1 1 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Davis 
as modified by Hastings or Davis as modified by Thompson et al. as applied to claims 9 and 19 
above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 2,018,923 to Potter. 

Referring to claims 1 1 and 21, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by 
Thompson et al. does not disclose the handle is constructed of a metal material. Potter does 
disclose the handle - at 5, is constructed of a metal material - see for example page 1 column 1 
lines 31-35. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the 
device of Davis as modified by Hastings or Davis as modified by Thompson et al. and add the 
handle constructed of a metal material of Potter, so as to allow for the handle to be stronger and 
more durable for repeated use. 

Claims 12 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Davis 
as modified by Hastings as applied to claims 9 or 19 above. 

Referring to claims 12 and 22, Davis as modified by Hastings further discloses the 
vibration disks/members are made of metal - see column 3 lines 42-62 of Hastings. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Davis as 
modified by Hastings and add portions of the vibration disks made of metal of Hastings, so as to 
allow for the disks to be made stronger and more durable for repeated use. 

Claims 12 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Davis 
as modified by Thompson et al. as applied to claims 9 or 19 above. Davis as modified by 
Thompson et al. does not disclose the vibration disks/members are made of metal. However, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Davis as 
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modified by Thompson et al. and add portions of the vibration disks made of metal, so as to 
allow for the disks to be made stronger and more durable for repeated use. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Davis as 
modified by Hastings or Davis as modified by Thompson et al. as applied to claim 13 above, and 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,467,548 to Tabor. 

Referring to claim 14, Davis as modified by Hastings or Davis as modified by Thompson 
et al. does not disclose the handle member hollow has a first open end and a second closed end, 
and including a nose cone, the nose cone having an axially disposed aperture for receiving a 
portion of the rod blank therewithin and the nose cone being insertable within the first open end 
of the handle member hollow. Tabor does disclose the handle member hollow - at 2-22, has a 
first open end - proximate 1, and a second closed end - at 12-13, and including a nose cone - at 
2, the nose cone having an axially disposed aperture for receiving a portion of the rod blank - at 
1 - see figure 1 , therewithin and the nose cone being insertable within the first open end of the 
handle member hollow - see for example figure 2. Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Davis as modified by Hastings or Davis as 
modified by Thompson et al. and add the handle member with nose cone of Tabor, so as to 
securely removably hold the rod blank to the handle member. 

Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Davis as 
modified by Hastings or Davis as modified by Thompson et al. as applied to claim 15 above. 

Referring to claim 16, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by 
Thompson et al. further discloses each vibration disk further includes a prong - see at L in figure 
1 of Davis, extending outwardly from the flat disk member - see figure 1 of Davis. Davis as 
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modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by Thompson et al. does not disclose a plurality of 
prongs - at L on the disk member, however the disk members - at 88, are of a size sufficient to 
hold a plurality of prongs - at L of Davis. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to take the device Davis as modified by Hastings or Davis as modified by 
Thompson et al. and add a plurality of prongs so as to allow for the device to store multiple lures. 

Referring to claim 17, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by 
Thompson et al. further discloses each vibration disk has a first disk face - at the front or rear 
face of item 88, and each of the plurality of outwardly extending prongs - at L, is bent toward 
the first disk face - see the curved portion of L in figure 1 of Davis. 

Referring to claim 18, Davis as modified by Hastings and Davis as modified by 
Thompson et al. further discloses the vibration disks that are attached to the rod blank are 
attached such that the prongs of each disk - at L are bent in the same direction - see figure 1 of 
Davis. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Regarding claims 1 and 13, the Davis reference US 2830399 discloses the rod blank - at 
62,66 as claimed as seen above in paragraph 2 of this office action where a portion of the rod 
blank is in the internal area of the handle and a portion of the rod blank extends from the handle 
as seen in figure 4. Further, any vibration in the rod blank - at 62 is transmitted to the disks in 
that as seen in figure 4 the rod blank is connected to the disks via items 92,94 and therefore any 
vibrations in the blank will be transmitted to the disks via items 92,94. 
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Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID J. PARSLEY whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6890. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8am to 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on (571) 272-6891 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/David J Parsley/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3643 


